Rard Valey | dianTriles

Reltsd the
2007
Tribal Comunity Survey

Prepared for the Round Valley Indian Tribes by
The Center for Applied Research
1133 Filbert Street
San Francisco, California 94109
www.centerforappliedresearch.com

March 11, 2008



Table of Contents

EXCCULIVE SUMIMATY ...c.eviieiiiieciie et ettt et e et e e v e e staeeesaeeessaeesasaeeesseeesnseeesnseeenns 1
Tribal Long-Range Planning............cccoeciieiiiiriieiiiiiiecieecieee ettt ens 1
Vision for the FULUTE........ccciiiiiiiece et e 1
Economic DeVEIOPMENL..........cccuiiiiiiiiieeiieiiecie ettt e seaeebeeesseeneees 1
Culture and LIfEStY1e.......ccuiiiiiieeiieeie ettt eerae e e aae e e beeeeeree s 1
NATUTA]l RESOUICES ......veeiiiiiiieiieeiiee ettt ettt 2
Community Facilities and SETVICES ........cccueerriiieiiiiieeiieeeieeeeiee et e e eveeeereeeeevee s 2

INETOAUCTION. ...ttt ettt et sttt et e bt et st e b enees 3

Tribal PLANNING.....cotiiiiiiiii ettt ettt ettt e e st eeeas 4

TTIDAL COUIL....cniiiiiieeeeeee ettt ettt st e bt eane b ebeeaeens 4

73 T B SRS 6

WaALET RESOUICES ...c.uveeniiiiiiiiiieeieeit ettt sttt sttt ettt 8

AL QUALTEY .vieeiiieeiie et et e et e et e e e aaeeeabeeessaeeessseesssaeesssseeesseeesnseeeenseeens 9

MINETAl RESOUICES .....euiiiiiiieieeiiesiiee ettt sttt sttt et et sbe et 10

FiSh & WILAITE ...ttt et e e s 11

Forest & Woodlands ..........cc.eoiiiiiiiiiieieee et 12

Rangeland & AGIICUILUTE.........cc.oiiiiiiiiiiiiee et et 13

CUltUIal RESOUICES ....cuviiieiieiieiie ettt et sttt ettt 14

Economic DevelOPmEnt..........ccuiiiiiiiiiiieciie ettt ettt e st eeaae e sbeeeenree s 17

Community FacilitieS & SEIVICES ....cc.eevuiiriieiiieiiieeiieieeeie ettt e e eeeesaeesee e 19

TTANSPOTTALION ...eeeuevieiiiieeiee et e ettt e et e e et e e et e e et eeesaee e sseeessseeesseeessaesssseeessseessseeesnseeanns 21

Envisioning the FULULE.........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiciicie ettt ens 22

Respondent Profile...........oouiiieiiiiiicceees ettt 26

COMEACTS. .ttt ettt ettt e eat et esbt e et esa e e e bt e sbbe st eesaaeebeenaee 28

Reslts d the2007 Raud \dley Trikd Carmmunity Suney



Executive Summary

The Round Valley Indian Tribes conducted a tribal community survey in 2007 as part of
the Tribes’ Integrated Resource Management Plan (IRMP). The survey questionnaire
was completed by 125 tribal members representing over 8% of the adult tribal population.
The results of the survey, which are detailed in this report, will aid in the development of
management goals and objectives for the Tribes’ forthcoming IRMP.

Tribal Long-Range Planning

Tribal members overwhelmingly voiced a need for a long-range comprehensive plan and
expressed frustration with a perceived lack of information and management continuity
between tribal administrations over time. The Comprehensive Plan of 1974 and the Land
Use Plan of 1975 have not been updated since they were created.

Vision for the Future

Tribal members greatly value the scenic, rural environment of Round Valley and are
virtually unanimous in their support of environmental and natural resource protection and
enhancement, especially for water resources and habitat for fish and wildlife. They would
also like to see the reservation provide enough jobs, housing and services to
accommodate all tribal members who wish to live there.

Survey respondents identified a number of severe social problems that hinder the Tribes’
ability to achieve their vision of a self-sustaining and prosperous community. Heading
the list was drug and alcohol abuse, followed closely by unemployment. Poverty and
substandard housing conditions were also considered severe as was a lack of spirituality.

Economic Development

Respondents recognize the need for economic development and strongly support the
activation of an enterprise corporation to pursue business opportunities. These include
businesses that would create jobs and provide services to the community.

Tribal members gave the strongest support for a laundromat, but lowest for a car wash. A
hotel/motel and resort received strong support reflecting the need to supplement the
Tribes’ new casino and gift shop by providing lodging for visitors to the valley. A bottled
water facility also received strong support. Aggregate mining is also strongly supported,
but once again, respondents were almost unanimous in their concern that proper
environmental safeguards be in place to protect the valley’s streams and rivers.

Culture and Lifestyle

Almost all respondents practice or consider important some tribal traditions. The most
cited practices include hunting and fishing, food gathering, and basketry. Tribal
medicine, dancing, singing and ceremonial rites are practiced or are important to
approximately half of the survey respondents.
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Most tribal members are concerned about preservation of cultural resources and over half
of them feel it is very important to ensure legal protection for archeological and cultural
resources. Respondents registered strong support for establishing a cultural center or
museum and to repatriate cultural items that have been lost to public and private
collections. Greatest concern, however, was given to the preservation and teaching of
native languages.

Hunting, fishing, food and wood gathering are tribal traditions that also provide
sustenance to the tribal community. They are part of the traditional lifestyle and are
practiced by a large majority of survey respondents. Correspondingly, tribal members
recognize the need to protect these resources to ensure their long-term sustainability.

Natural Resources

Ensuring the long-term sustainability of natural resources on the reservation is a
significant challenge for the tribal resource managers. The growing demand for water in
the region threatens the Tribes’ water rights and contributes to the decline in the
increasingly over-harvested salmon fishery. Poaching also depletes the populations of
fish and wildlife on the reservation.

Tribal members strongly support the prevention of poaching and support the
establishment of a Fish & Wildlife Commission that would determine sustainable
management practices and set fishing and hunting limits. Although a third of tribal
members feel that they should not be subject to limits, over half support fishing and
hunting limits for tribal members.

A large portion of the reservation land base is currently used for cattle grazing.
Respondents were roughly divided in half between those who feel that cattle ranching is
important to some degree and those who feel it is not important. Farming has been in
decline on the reservation, however, a majority of respondents feel that agriculture should
be promoted. There is also strong support for a community garden.

Community Facilities and Services

The development of a recreation center was given high priority by a large majority of
respondents. An assisted living center, convalescent center and a new healthcare center
also received significant support.

Although all programs provided by tribal agencies are considered very important, health
care, dental care and housing assistance were identified as very important services by a
large majority of respondents. In ranking health care services, the largest number of
respondents emphasized the importance of diabetic care, elder care services, physical
therapy and substance abuse programs.

* %%
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Introduction

The Round Valley Indian Tribes are preparing an Integrated Resource Management Plan
(IRMP) under a grant program created by the Integrated Resource Management Planning
Act of 1994. The purpose of the plan is to provide long-term resource management goals
and objectives for the reservation that are sustainable and consistent with each other. The
adoption of the plan by the Tribal Council and acceptance by the federal government is
an important expression of tribal sovereignty over the natural resources of the
reservation.

The first volume of the plan is a resource inventory, Existing Resource Conditions and
Issues that identifies numerous resource planning issues that are to be addressed by
management goals and objectives. Development of management goals and objectives
must reflect the concerns and priorities of the tribal community.

The 2007 Tribal Community Survey was conducted to gain insight into community
concerns and priorities regarding natural resource management, cultural preservation and
economic development. The survey questionnaire was finalized in September 2007 and
was launched at the Community Health Fair on September 21°".

Survey results were tallied from the 125 questionnaires received as of January 2008 by
the Center for Applied Research, the Tribes’ consultant that managed the survey effort
and development of the IRMP. This represents a sampling of over 8% of the adult tribal
population. The bulk of responses were from tribal members living on the reservation.

The preliminary survey results show a confirmation of many issues identified in the
course of the IRMP’s resource inventory activities and also provide a clear indication of
community concerns and desires on a number of planning issues.

Responses to survey questions are expressed in percentages. Although 125 questionnaires
were received, not all respondents answered all of the questions. Consequently, the
percentages relate to the total number of responses to each individual question.

Comments written by respondents were also recorded and referenced in this analysis. In
addition, the responses to the essay question on the future of the reservation were
recorded and analyzed with most of the responses presented in the section, Envisioning
the Future.

The success of this survey effort would not have been possible without the strong support
of the Tribal Council, the Round Valley Indian Health Center, and the Round Valley
Indian Housing Authority. Additionally, many tribal members were proactive in
distributing the questionnaires to tribal family members, friends and neighbors. Most
importantly, the thoughtful responses and comments by the survey respondents have
made an important contribution toward the fulfillment of a tribal vision and plan for a
prosperous future.
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Tribal Planning

The Tribes developed a comprehensive plan in 1974 and a subsequent land use plan in
1975. These plans are largely out of date and the IRMP is providing a basis for the
development of new long-term planning goals and objectives. Survey respondents have
indicated a strong desire for an updated comprehensive plan for the reservation: 96% of
respondents believe it is important or very important to have a current long-range plan.

This is also reflected in the community’s concern that there is a lack of management
continuity between tribal administrations over time (79%). Additionally, 71% of
respondents feel that there is not enough information available to the community about
ongoing tribal management programs.

1. Counties and cities typically maintain General Plans or
Comprehensive Plans that provide goals and objectives to manage
community resources and provide services in the future. How
important is it for the Tribes to have a current long-range plan?

Very Important 76%
Important 20%
Somewhat Important 3%
Not Important 0%

2. Do you feel that there is a lack of management continuity
between tribal administrations over time?

Yes 79%
No 5%
Not Sure 16%

3. Do you feel there is enough information available to tribal
members about the tribal government’s ongoing management
programs, policies and plans affecting the tribal community and the

reservation?

Yes 17%
No 71%
Not Sure 12%

Tribal Court

Establishing a tribal court system is supported by 69% of respondents. The importance of
creating ordinances for environmental protection, natural resource protection, domestic
relationships and child welfare and cultural resource protection were considered very
important by a significant majority of respondents. For example, protection for natural
resources (fish & wildlife, woodlands, forests, rivers & streams) is considered to be very
important by 82% of respondents.
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4. The Tribes currently do not have a Tribal Court. Consequently, all crimes and
disputes are handled by the California court system. Should the Tribes establish
a Tribal Court with judges and courtrooms?

Yes 69%
No 19%
Not Sure 13%

The Tribal Council may adopt ordinances to protect the Tribes’ resources and
families. Disputes would be heard and decided by the Tribal Court. How would
you rate the importance of creating ordinances for the following resources?

5. Environmental Protection (air and water quality, soil contamination from spills

and dumping).

Very Important 75%
Important 21%
Somewhat Important 4%
Not Important 0%

6. Natural Resource Protection for fish & wildlife, woodlands, forests, rivers &

Streams.

Very Important 82%
Important 12%
Somewhat Important 6%
Not Important 0%

7. Domestic relationships and child welfare.

Very Important 71%
Important 23%
Somewhat Important 4%
Not Important 2%

8. Cultural Resource protection (archeological & historical sites, sacred areas).

Very Important 73%
Important 18%
Somewhat Important 6%
Not Important 2%

Realts d the2007 Raud \Aley Trikd Cammunty Suney




Land Use

Tribal members showed strong support (over 80%) for efforts to regain lands lost to the
reservation as a result of the Dawes General Allotment Act of 1887 and from the illegal
sale of allotment parcels that are currently involved in land claims litigation.
Additionally, 63% of respondents support purchasing lands outside the reservation for
residential or commercial development. This reflects the fact that Round Valley is
relatively isolated and many tribal members have to find housing and employment
outside the valley. The isolation also discourages local economic development. Tribes
often purchase land closer to major urban areas in order to access markets for tribal
business ventures.

A large majority of respondents (85%) feel it is very important to establish reservation
boundaries that are not now clearly marked or surveyed. Additionally, 38% of
respondents indicated that they have been directly affected by the lack of clearly marked
property lines. Comments from survey respondents affected by boundary issues included
the following:

+ If they were marked, there would be less conflict with each other over who owns
what.

% Landowners next to tribal land assume bits and pieces are their own.

& When we go out to cut wood or hunt or fish, it is unknown whether we are on our
tribal land or somebody else’s land. It is kind of scary since you don't want
somebody coming up to you with a gun saying, "Get off my land."

* It affects every tribal member. My family has heirship property that is
inaccessible due to boundary issues (landlocked, etc.).

+ 70 provide for the proper use of lands, we need to know where our boundary lines
are in order to maintain and protect them.

% [ have been trying to find the land that belonged to my family, but it has been
difficult because no one seems to know or care where it is. I think it would be
very helpful if the property lines were marked.

We have been "run off" of our own property while non-members drive through
tribal trust land to get to their parcels.

Tribal members also expressed concern over the old Louisiana Pacific lumber mill site
that may have contamination issues. A majority of respondents (69%) feel it is very
important and an additional 19% feel it is important to clean up the site for future use.
Redwood Empire currently owns this site. Tribal members have also expressed concern
that there may be offsite contamination that was not remediated when the lumber mill site
was cleaned up in the early 1990s and that it may contribute to groundwater
contamination.

Realts d the2007 Raud \Aley Trikd Cammunty Suney
6



9. Should the Tribes continue to purchase private lands that were once part of

the reservation?

Yes 84%
No 6%
Not Sure 10%

10. Should the Tribes purchase land outside of Round Valley that could be
used for residential or commercial development?

Yes 63%
No 20%
Not Sure 17%

11. Should the Tribes continue to pursue land claims for allotment lands that

were illegally sold to non-tribal parties?

Yes 81%
No 6%
Not Sure 13%

12. The Louisiana Pacific lumber mill site is unused and may still have
contamination issues. How important is it to clean up this site for future use?

Very Important 69%
Important 19%
Somewhat Important 8%
Not Important 4%

13. Many property line boundaries of the reservation are not clearly marked or
fenced or, in some cases, even officially surveyed. How important is it for the

Tribes to establish these boundaries?

Very Important 85%
Important 10%
Somewhat Important 4%
Not Important 1%

14. Has the lack of clearly marked property line boundaries affected you?

Yes 38%
No 44%
Not Sure 18%
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Water Resources

Water resources include surface waters (rivers and streams) as well as ground water.
Respondents were virtually unanimous in their feeling that protection of water resources
was important or very important. Restoration of stream corridors to prevent flooding and
improve fish habitat is supported by 91% of respondents.

Old wells and septic tanks can potentially contaminate ground water and 67% of
respondents feel that it is important to connect reservation homes to a community water
and sewer system. Although they indicated that water resources are important, 21% of
respondents feel that connecting homes to community water and sewer systems was only
somewhat important, and in the case of 11% of respondents, not important at all.

15. How important is it to you for the Tribes to ensure that the reservation will
always have sufficient clean water from rivers, creeks and wells?

Very Important 91%
Important 9%
Somewhat Important 0%
Not Important 0%

16. Old wells and septic tanks on the reservation can potentially
contaminate the reservation’s ground water. Community-wide water supply
and sewage collection systems can help prevent contamination by reducing
the number of wells and septic tanks. How important is it to you for the
Tribes to connect all reservation homes to a community water and sewer

system?

Very Important 47%
Important 20%
Somewhat Important 21%
Not Important 11%

17. Most of the creeks in the lower valley are in need of stream restoration
to reestablish the stream corridor, prevent flooding and improve fish habitat.
Mill Creek is currently undergoing restoration activity. Should the Tribes
continue this program to restore other streams such as Short Creek and
Town Creek?

Yes 91%
No 3%
Not Sure 6%
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Air Quality

Air quality in Round Valley is generally good, as it is in most of Mendocino County. In
Round Valley, mobile sources of air pollution come in the form of particulate matter
from unpaved road dust, wind blown dust, crushing and grinding, wildfires, controlled
burns, automobile and truck exhaust and tire wear. In the late fall and winter when PM
levels are typically highest, wood-burning stoves and fireplaces are the significant
contributors whereas dust is minimized by wet weather.

Although air pollution can have adverse health effects, only about half of respondents
feel that the Tribes should develop air quality standards and ordinances to protect air
quality. About a fourth of the respondents (23%) feel that standards and ordinances are
not necessary and the remaining 29% of respondents were not sure.

Burning household wastes can release toxic chemicals into the air and over half of the
respondents (57%) feel that this should be restricted and that reservation residents should
be required to use solid waste services. Restrictions are opposed by 27% of respondents
with another 16% not sure. Burning barrels provide a free alternative to solid waste
disposal that incurs fees and low-income households on the reservation are typically
reluctant to support a restriction of their use.

18. Outdoor burning, wood burning stoves and unpaved roads create air
pollution that can increase the occurrence of asthma and bronchitis and
can adversely affect lung development in children. Should the Tribes
develop standards and ordinances to protect the quality of air on the

reservation?

Yes 48%
No 23%
Not Sure 29%

19. Burning household solid wastes in a burning barrel releases toxic
chemicals into the air. Should the Tribes restrict solid waste burning and
require tribal members to use solid waste disposal services?

Yes 57%
No 27%
Not Sure 16%
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Mineral Resources

The significant mineral resources on the reservation are aggregate materials, typically in
the form of sand and gravel. Aggregate resources are found in stream and terrace deposits
near rivers, and in the alluvial fill of Round Valley. Sand and gravel are a commonly used
construction material, which can be combined with a binding medium to form concrete,
mortar and asphalt or can be used alone for highway base courses, railroad ballast and
similar applications.

A large majority of respondents (78%) support development of an aggregate mining
business and consider it a medium to high priority business opportunity for the Tribes.
However, respondents were also adamant that safeguards and mining practices should be
in place to protect fish habitat and creeks. Only 1% of respondents feel that safeguards
are not important and, significantly, 95% feel that safeguards are important or very
important.

Comments by respondents expressed concern that a formal business plan should be
prepared and that the business should be run by qualified people under the auspices of the
Tribes’ enterprise corporation. Other comments expressed concern that the environmental
impacts should be assessed, especially to ensure that fish populations and habitat are not
adversely affected.

20. Studies have shown that the reservation has a large amount of sand
and gravel that could be mined and sold for construction and road
building. Should the Tribes develop a sand and gravel mining business?

Yes 78%
No 11%
Not Sure 1%

21. Sand and gravel mining can have adverse impacts on fish habitat
and creeks unless proper safeguards and practices are followed. How
important is it to prevent damage to fish habitat and creeks?

Very Important 80%
Important 15%
Somewhat Important 4%
Not Important 1%
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Fish & Wildlife

The reservation currently has no plans, ordinances or enforcement mechanisms in place
to manage fish and wildlife resources. Fish and wildlife are important not only for
recreational purposes but also as a food supplement and cultural activity for the Tribes.
Ensuring habitat protection, water supply and forage is important to maintain these
resources. Protecting fish and wildlife from poaching activities is increasingly important.

Over 90% of respondents feel that hunting and fishing on the reservation is important or
very important. This corresponds with results from cultural resource questions where
79% of respondents identified hunting and fishing as an important cultural activity.

Prevention of fish and game poaching is supported almost unanimously by respondents;
only 2% feel that prevention is not important. Establishment of a Fish and Wildlife
Commission that could set hunting and fishing limits is supported by 70% of respondents.
Applying fishing and hunting limits to tribal members was supported by 54% of
respondents and opposed by 33% with 13% unsure.

22. Should the Tribes consider establishing a fish hatchery to increase the
populations of salmon and trout?

Yes 79%
No 10%
Not Sure 1%

23. Poaching and trespass are a growing problem on the reservation.
How important is it for the tribal government to prevent fish and game

poaching?

Very Important 66%
Important 27%
Somewhat Important 6%
Not Important 2%

24. Should the Tribes establish a Fish and Wildlife Commission to
determine sustainable management practices, including fishing and
hunting limits?

Yes 70%
No 17%
Not Sure 13%
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25. Do you feel that tribal members should be subject to fishing and
hunting limits to ensure a sustainable supply of fish and game?

Yes 54%
No 33%
Not Sure 13%

26. How important is it to you or your family members to be able to fish in
the rivers and creeks on the reservation?

Very Important 78%
Important 14%
Somewhat Important 7%
Not Important 2%

27. How important is it to you or your family members to be able to hunt
on the reservation?

Very Important 84%

Important 7%

Somewhat Important 6%

Not Important 3%
Forest & Woodlands

The Round Valley Indian Reservation contains over 20,000 acres of generally
mountainous forests on scattered Tribal and allotment parcels. Douglas-fir, ponderosa
pine and sugar pine are the primary, commercially valuable conifer species found on the
reservation. Oregon white oak, California black oak and canyon live oak are the more
common hardwood species.

The Tribes’ forest resources constitute a source of economic, cultural, and spiritual
sustenance to the Tribes and its members, and the harvesting of minor forest products for
personal and limited commercial use is important to the subsistence needs of many tribal
members.

In order to ensure sustainable harvesting of these resources, the Tribal Council adopted
the Minor Forest Products Harvest Code. The harvest of minor forest products is limited
to enrolled members of the Round Valley Tribes. The code requires permits for
harvesting firewood, Christmas trees, poles and posts. In addition, codes are included
providing enforcement, fines and penalties.

Commercial timber harvesting is considered important or very important by 55% of
respondents and somewhat important by 20% of respondents. It is not important for 25%
of respondents.
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Collecting firewood is almost universally important to respondents with only 2%
indicating it as not important. For 76% of respondents, firewood collecting is very
important. Additionally, gathering wood for poles and posts is important for 95% of
respondents with 57% indicating it as very important.

28. How important is commercial timber harvesting on the reservation to you
or your family as tribal members?

Very Important 32%
Important 23%
Somewhat Important 20%
Not Important 25%

29. How important is it for you or your family to be able to collect firewood
from the woodland areas of the reservation?

Very Important 76%
Important 17%
Somewhat Important 5%
Not Important 2%

30. How important is it for you or your family to be able to gather wood for
poles and posts from the forest and woodland areas of the reservation?

Very Important 57%
Important 22%
Somewhat Important 16%
Not Important 5%

Rangeland & Agriculture

Cattle ranching is the primary agricultural activity conducted by tribal members. In
addition, the Tribes maintain a small herd of buffalo. The Tribes manage twelve grazing
units on tribal and allotted lands. Cattle grazing holds some degree of importance to 57%
of respondents with 39% designating it as very important or important. Significantly,
42% of respondents consider cattle grazing as not important to them or their families.

Farming on the reservation has declined over the years, however, 65% of respondents
feel that farming enterprises on the reservation should be promoted. Comments from
respondents suggested crops such as berries, hay, pinto beans, walnuts and hazelnuts.
Respondents have also identified a community garden as a high (38%) or medium (35%)
priority as a community facility. Agricultural products are considered a high priority
economic opportunity by 38% and a medium priority by 50% of respondents.
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31. How important is cattle grazing to you or your family as tribal

members?

Very Important 25%
Important 14%
Somewhat Important 18%
Not Important 42%

32. Farming on the reservation has declined over the years. Should
the Tribes promote farming enterprises on the reservation?

Yes 65%
No 11%
Not Sure 24%

Cultural Resources

Cultural and historic resources on the reservation are protected by federal laws including
the National Historic Preservation Act, the Archeological Resource Protection Act and
the Native American Graves and Repatriation Act, among others. Tribal members have
expressed concern that tribal administrations have not always been in compliance with
these laws when conducting projects on tribal lands.

Although creating a Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO) would provide an
agency to ensure compliance, the tribal government has not been able to commit
administrative resources to secure funding and develop management capabilities
necessary to establish the office. Tribal members have suggested adopting a tribal
ordinance requiring compliance with federal laws and regulations. Adoption of such an
ordinance is considered very important or important by 85% of respondents.

The reservation has no museum or cultural center and a significant number of cultural
items have been removed to public and private collections. Over 90% of respondents feel
that a museum or cultural center to house cultural resources is important to some degree
with 53% indicating that it is very important. Similarly, 90% of respondents feel that
repatriation of cultural items in public and private collections is important with 51%
indicating that it is very important.

Few tribal members speak their native language, but over 90% of respondents feel that
preserving and teaching native languages is important to some degree with a significant
70% of respondents indicating that it is very important.

Almost all respondents practice or consider important some tribal traditions. The most
cited practices include hunting and fishing (79%), food gathering (55%), and basketry
(54%). Tribal medicine (49%), dancing (49%), singing and ceremonial rites (46%) are
practiced or important to almost half of respondents. Respondent comments also
mentioned practicing beading and story telling.
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33. There are currently no tribal ordinances to protect and manage newly
discovered archeological and cultural resources potentially impacted by
tribally sponsored projects. How important is it for the Tribes to adopt an
historic preservation ordinance to protect these resources?

Very Important 54%
Important 31%
Somewhat Important 9%
Not Important 6%

34. A significant number of cultural items are currently in public and
private collections. How important is it for the Tribes to locate and identify
these resources in an effort to recover them?

Very Important 51%
Important 27%
Somewhat Important 12%
Not Important 10%

35. The Tribes do not have a building to display and protect historic
cultural resources. How important is it to develop a tribal museum or
cultural center for these resources?

Very Important 53%
Important 27%
Somewhat Important 13%
Not Important 7%

36. Few tribal members speak their native language. How important is it
for the Tribes to preserve and teach native languages?

Very Important 70%
Important 15%
Somewhat Important 9%
Not Important 6%
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37. Check any of the tribal traditions that you practice or that are important to you or your family.

Tribal Traditions
Practiced or Important to Respondents (Total 125)

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Baskets

Food Gathering
Hunting

Fishing

Tribal Medicine
Native Language
Regalia
Moccasins
Rattles

Drums

Singing
Dancing
Drumming
Ceremonies

Other
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Economic Development

The decline of the timber industry, marked by the closing of the Louisiana Pacific lumber
mill in 1991, combined with population growth on the reservation and escalating
unemployment and substandard housing conditions has created major challenges for the
tribal government. In addition, skilled tribal members tend to leave the valley seeking
greater job opportunities elsewhere.

The remoteness of the valley from other economic centers, the numerous winery and
casino businesses outside the valley and the lack of tourist accommodations within the
valley all restrict local economic development opportunities. Lack of adequate
infrastructure such as water and sewage systems for housing, commerce and industry
further reduces the incentive for businesses to move to the valley.

The tribal government is considering a variety of business opportunities. Community
surveys and workshops in the past have identified a number of business opportunities that
the community would support. The Tribes’ vision for economic development has
remained consistent in the desire for community related business services and for
economic development projects that would tap into the tourism market. Creating a
destination-based attraction that includes lodging, restaurants, entertainment and outdoor
recreation along with service industries, would be consistent with regional economic
trends.

The Tribes also recognize the economic value of natural resource-based industries
including timber harvesting, wood products, aggregate mining and specialized
agricultural products such as organic beef, bison, produce and processed food products.

The tribal government is actively moving forward on the Hidden Oaks Casino, Gift Shop
and Restaurant complex, improvements to Hidden Oaks RV Park and Campground,
aggregate mining, a gas station and a market project.

Respondents were asked to prioritize business development opportunities as part of the
survey. Businesses receiving the greatest percentage of “high priority” votes include a
laundry (72%), a hotel or motel (59%), a bottled water plant (55%) and a resort (42%).

Business opportunities with the greatest percentage of “medium priority” votes include
agricultural products (50%), wood products (44%), a hardware store (40%) and aggregate
mining (40%) which had an almost equal number of votes as a high priority (39%).
Businesses with the greatest percentage of “low priority” votes include a car wash (70%),
vineyards (61%), a call/data center (45%) and a CPA/tax service (42%). Interestingly,
beef and bison production priority ratings were virtually even for all levels.

Realts d the2007 Raud \Aley Trikd Cammunty Suney
17



38. The tribal government has been moving forward on economic
development projects such as the casino, a market, gas station and the
Hidden Oaks campground. How would you prioritize these other business
ideas that have been suggested?

Business High Medium Low
Wood Products 33% 44% 23%
Aggregate Mining 39% 40% 21%
Agricultural Products 38% 50% 12%
Bottled Water 55% 30% 15%
Vineyards 16% 24% 61%
Beef/Bison Products 34% 32% 34%
Hotel/Motel 59% 28% 13%
Resort 42% 32% 26%
Call/Data Center 17% 38% 45%
Hardware Store 34% 40% 26%
Laundry 72% 23% 6%
Car Wash 29% 30% 71%
CPA/Taxes 22% 35% 42%

In the interest of promoting economic development, the Tribes began establishing the
Round Valley Tribes Development Enterprise (RVTDE) in 1996, however, the
corporation has not become active. Many tribes have created tribally owned enterprise
corporations to pursue economic development projects that create jobs and business
opportunities for the tribal community. Respondents to the survey strongly support
creating an enterprise corporation (79%) to pursue economic development.

39. Many tribes create a tribally owned corporation to pursue economic
development in order to create jobs and business opportunities for the
tribal community. A tribal corporation helps to protect tribal sovereignty
when a tribe enters into business ventures. Is it important for the Tribes to

do this?

Yes 79%
No 3%
Not Sure 18%
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Community Facilities & Services

Respondents were asked to prioritize the need for various community facilities. All
suggested facilities received a majority of votes as high priorities. A recreation center
received the strongest support with 78% of respondents giving it a high priority. Also
receiving significant support as a high priority were the assisted living center (62%), a
convalescent center (61%) and a new health care facility (61%).

A children’s group home, a museum/cultural center and a community garden had
medium priority percentages that were close to their high priority percentages. Facilities
with a significant percentage (15% or more) favoring low priority included the
community garden (27%), the children’s group home (21%), the health care facility
(15%) and the museum/cultural center (15%). These facilities might more accurately be
described as High/Medium priorities with the exception of a new health care facility
whose high priority (61%) is significantly greater than its medium priority (24%).

40. Tribal members have expressed a need for various community
facilities. How would you prioritize these suggestions?

Facility High Medium Low
Museum/Cultural Center 46% 39% 15%
Recreation Center 78% 17% 6%
Assisted Living Center 62% 29% 8%
Convalescent Center 61% 30% 8%
Children’s Group Home 44% 35% 21%
New Health Care Facility 61% 24% 15%
Community Garden 38% 35% 27%

Respondents were also asked to rate in importance various community services provided
by the tribal government, the health care center and the housing authority. Once again, all
services were considered very important by a majority of respondents. Health (94%) and
dental (95%) care were almost unanimously designated as very important with housing
assistance receiving strong support (80%) as very important. Adult vocational training,
the HeadStart/Childcare program, child welfare and the Indian Education Center were
designated very important by approximately two-thirds of respondents.

41. How important are each of the following programs to you or your family?

Program Very Important | Important Somewhat Not Important
Health Care 94% 5% 1% 0%
Dental Care 95% 3% 2% 0%
Child Welfare 64% 21% 10% 4%
Headstart/Childcare 69% 16% 9% 6%
Indian Education Center 66% 21% 6% 7%
Technical Preparation 59% 23% 9% 8%
Adult Vocational Training 70% 18% 9% 3%
Housing Assistance 80% 15% 2% 2%
Domestic Violence Assistance 61% 22% 8% 9%
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Respondents were also asked to choose health care services that they felt were especially
important to the community. Diabetic care (91%) and elder care services (90%) received
the strongest support, followed by youth substance abuse (74%), physical therapy (72%)
and adult substance abuse (70%).

42. Which of these health care services do you
feel are especially important and should be
provided for the community?

Diabetic Care 91%
Elder Care Services 90%
Youth Substance Abuse 74%
Physical Therapy/Rehab 72%
Adult Substance Abuse 70%
Pre-Natal Care/Pediatrics 68%
Women's Health 65%
Youth Empowerment 64%
Nutrition/Lifestyle Ed. 62%
Optometry 62%
Cardiology 61%
Chiropractic Care/Massage 61%
Podiatry 61%
Skilled Nursing Facility 60%
Men's Health 58%
Long-term Care 51%
Respiratory Therapy 50%
Holistic Medicine 42%
Specialty Care 38%
Other 13%

The Round Valley Health Care Center provides the TeleHealth/Medicine program that
provides teleconferencing consultations between the health care center and UC Davis.
Respondents were asked if this program has been useful. Whereas 35% of respondents
feel it is a useful program, most respondents (43%) were unsure and likely unfamiliar
with the program.

43. Do you feel the TeleHealth/Medicine program has been useful in
providing specialty services via “real time” tele-conferencing consultations
with U.C. Davis?

Yes 35%
No 22%
Not Sure 43%
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Survey respondents were asked to rate a list of social problems facing the tribal
community. Most problems are considered severe by respondents with drug and alcohol
abuse designated as severe by 85% of respondents, followed by unemployment (75%),
poverty (68%) and substandard housing (68%). These responses confirm the effects of
the economic downturn resulting from the decline of the timber industry in the region and
especially the closure of the Louisiana Pacific lumber mill in 1991.

Interestingly, the lack of spirituality was rated almost as severe as poverty and
substandard housing. Violence, crime and juvenile delinquency are considered severe by
62% of respondents. Child abuse is considered severe by 47% of respondents with an
additional 38% rating it as a significant problem. Divorce, separation (46%) and
unwanted pregnancy (41%) are considered to be significant. None of the problems
received high percentages as minor problems though divorce and separation are
considered a minor problem by 26% of respondents.

44. How would you rate social problems facing the tribal
community today?

Social Problem Severe Significant | Minor
Poverty 68% 26% 6%
Unemployment 75% 26% 2%
Substandard Housing 68% 28% 3%
Divorce/Separation 28% 46% 26%
Child Abuse 47% 38% 15%
Juvenile Delinquency 62% 33% 5%
Unwanted Pregnancy 40% 41% 18%
Violence/Crime 62% 29% 9%
Drug/Alcohol Abuse 85% 13% 2%
Lack of Spirituality 67% 26% 7%

Transportation

Almost half of respondents are affected by a lack of transportation and a total of 60% are
affected at least some of the time. Most respondents (70%) feel that the reservation needs
more bicycle paths and pedestrian sidewalks. Roads on the reservation are considered
poor by 56% of respondents and adequate by 36% with only 8% of respondents rating
them as good.

45. If you live in the valley, are you affected by a lack of transportation in
order to work or to access services outside the valley?

Yes 46%
No 41%
Sometimes 14%
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46. Do you think the reservation needs more bicycle paths and pedestrian

sidewalks?

Yes 70%
No 17%
Not Sure 13%

47. How would you rate the condition of roads on the reservation?

Good 8%
Adequate 36%
Poor 56%

Envisioning the Future

Respondents were asked to provide their visions for the future of the reservation and
indicate their feelings about the rural nature of the valley. The responses were almost
unanimous that the rural environment was important to some degree with 78%
designating it as very important. Providing economic opportunities and housing for tribal
members who have had to leave the valley is considered very important or important to
87% of the respondents. Only 4% feel that it is not important.

48. Round Valley is notable for its physical beauty and rural
environment. How important is it to maintain the rural nature of the

valley?

Very Important 78%
Important 18%
Somewhat Important 3%
Not Important 1%

49. Many tribal members have left the valley due to the lack of jobs
and housing. How important is it for the Tribes to promote economic
and housing development in order to encourage tribal members to
return to the valley?

Very Important 63%
Important 24%
Somewhat Important 10%
Not Important 4%

Respondents were given an open-ended question that asked them to describe the
reservation they would like to see in the future. Several respondents gave very thoughtful
descriptions and many of them provided significant insights into problems and
opportunities facing the tribal community. Several examples are included below.

Realts d the2007 Raud \Aley Trikd Cammunty Suney
22



50. How would you describe the Round Valley Indian Reservation that you would like to see in
the future?

+ I want to see the reservation with its own grocery store and gas station,
laundromat, motel and enough houses for all tribal members. I want to see more
jobs for the people, less people relying on welfare. I want parents to take care of
their children and be responsible for them - quit blaming everyone and the past for
how their kids act. Take charge!!! I would like to see the reservation drug and
alcohol free!! I want people to be proud of their reservation.

+ My vision: One day our RV Indian Reservation will be self-sufficient.
Employment will rise, our people will come out of poverty, be educated, be more
healthy, physically, mentally and emotionally. We have resources available. All
our people having homes, jobs, being spiritual and becoming more educated. Help
each other, respect each other, walk hand in hand. Honor our elders, women and
children. Honor our men, also. Community gatherings, bar-be-que. All 7 tribes
learning their heritage. Having recreational options for youth. Also, youth
leadership conference. Basically having education as a priority like economic
development. Have per cap some day. All is well.

+ More organized, working together as a community. Recognizing and looking at
the tribal members that have the specialized skills and the abilities to perform job
duties and the ability to gain positions being advertised instead of hiring outsiders
or non-Indians to do jobs that our people are fully capable of doing.

+ More jobs. People in offices here shouldn't just try to help their family before
others that need housing and jobs. They neglect others and just help their closest
family first. Child care for people who have to do community services just like
the people with jobs. People with needs which have to be met to get out of the
court system. They need child care and are being denied all this and it's their
tribes, too!

+ Progressive in all areas of health, education and continued education. All persons
in leadership should be educated and qualified to manage programs. Native
languages should be taught to those wanting to learn, especially the young.
Respect for each other and for our beautiful land and preservation of our
environment.

+ A self-sustaining, self-supporting system in which the economy picks up and we
have less methamphetamines and more jobs.

+ [ would like to see a plan of diversity that will cover multiple growth factors. This
will help the tribal government to provide health, welfare and protection of the
land, water, timber, gravel, and plant/animal life. Development of an outstanding
education plan to promote further protection at the level of congressional acts and
civil law. Keep our children in school at all costs. How else will we exist without
educated tribal members who know how to learn the outside systems that affect
us. Quit promoting a criminal life style when it comes to growing marijuana,
selling, smoking the product and stating this is how we live and that we can't have
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money any other way. Educate our Tribal Council members regarding the above.
They are the responsible elected officials.

I love my reservation and my people, but I would like to see more native (tribally)
owned businesses, a grocery store, gas station, hotel, gym and more jobs. I believe
that these would bring more jobs ($) for our people and community. Training for
people that would help us - spiritually and educationally. We can become a strong
reservation ourselves. We just need a lot of healing and nurturing to be stronger.

Flourishing! We have many natural resources, that if "tapped" properly and
managed appropriately, our reservation could/should be self-sustaining. Our
people could prosper.

More community activities. Water down in Hidden Oaks for the grass. Lights
down in Hidden Oaks. More homes and jobs to pay rent for the new homes and
more people will be able to work and pay for the gas at the gas station.

The future for the Round Valley Indian reservation in my eyes is to bring peace,
unity and respect for ourselves and all around us. There is great hate and
negativity here. It is in our children and then as they turn to adulthood, it goes
with them. For many they don't know how to break the cycle. Before it is
completely over run, we as people need to be proud of who we are, help each
other, respect each other and most importantly our selves. People need to learn
responsibility, daily routines (healthy ones) and feel the self-satisfaction of
earning their money and buying new things or bettering their lifestyles by it.

I would like to see the Round Valley Indian Reservation with more homes for
people, not just for certain ones, for all ages. 1 would like to see more jobs for the
youth, and everybody. Less drugs. I want to see Round Valley with their own
gas station, their own store, to help people with jobs. More law enforcement
officers. Fun things for the little kids. I'd like to see a better Tribal Council!

More jobs and houses. Health care. Education - IEC, Tech programs, Headstart.
More child care services. Gas station and convenience store. Laundromat.
Hotel-motel. Cultural center or museum. Adult education. Cultural classes:
beading, basket making and history. Hidden Oaks Casino succeed. Water - more
in the valley. Fishing rights. Hunting rights. Wood cutting for seniors. Buy
more land for community for EDA. Gym and activities for school children.
Improvements to Hidden Oaks Park,- water hook-ups. Campgrounds, improve
baseball fields, lights. Build more booths.

I'd like to see a place with improved economic development, available housing,
police protection, more job opportunities, better health care and better educational
opportunities. Also a place of controlled tourism and growth, with income
coming in to the valley to make us less reliant on outside monies or government
sources.

Tribal support to perfect and honor tribal elders, minimize elder abuse, cultural
events or ceremonies educating youth of elder respect, ceremonial event honoring
our seasonal hunting and fishing take, enhance and beautify our lands.
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+ 1 would like to see a new tribal office that accommodates all offices and
programs. To see clean and neat offices. And the following: - a museum with
California tribes, artifacts, not out-of-state items. - The cemeteries clean and
accessible and only for our tribal members. A tribal bank and maybe a credit
union for the tribal members. Child education on preventative health issues,
cultural ways, respect toward one another. Tribal offices should have the history
of all our tribes and where we came from and programs to make anyone proud.
Hire "native people" in the tribal government making sure they are educated.
Making use of our tribal members who have educations should be a No.1 priority.

+ 1 would like to see the Round Valley Indian reservation very clean, no druggies
walking around, and safe. I also would like to see more job and business
opportunities prospering with more entertainment, which are safe and
alcohol/drug free. I would also like to see more buildings and or facilities that
specialize in higher education in Covelo. Also teachers that love teaching by
providing college readiness to their curriculum so that the future leaders could be
ready and prepared for the real world outside of Covelo.

+ [ would like to see an appreciated valley, with members keeping their houses and
yards clean and especially, more tribal members in school. Use the Title 7 monies
for the betterment of the native child population. Why are there so many tribal
members, where is the culture and where is the language? Why do we have to see
a washed out tribe with no culture and traditions being taught. There are mostly
whites and Mexicans now, who also get all the benefits. Preserve what we can
now; without the non-Indians taking all the wood and selling it and growing weed
to make tons of money and claiming the land they use. Stop enrolling everybody
just because they say so. Start a quality Indian school again. Develop hunting
lodges on Big Bend with a jet strip. Sell quality air to the phone companies and
satellite TV. Create a factory for wood products. Teach the lazy welfare Indians
how to work and go to school. Fix the cemeteries and identify graves of our
ancestors. Develop post cards and stationery of the mountains. Build a Boy Scout
camp and rent it out. Create a language library. Build a library and a museum of
findings in the Valley. Build a training camp for: Firefighters, police, boxing
camp, fat people camp, and some kind of mountain hiking trails. I lived in this
valley for a short time. But I am not giving up on this Council.

+ First of all we need something for our future generations. The youth need a gym.
Our own gym and swimming pool. Give our youth a fun and safe place of their
own. A place where they can go and stay away from drugs and alcohol. Our
children are the future. We need love and peace and support for people and each
other.

+ Decent housing for those who choose to live here. Enough economic development
to reduce unemployment from 65% down to 15%. A spiritually and physically
healthier population. A much higher level of educational knowledge and working
skills. A healthier environment: both flora and fauna. A stronger cultural identity,
displayed by artwork, architecture, ceremonies and traditional foods. A more
objective and professional Tribal Council, who will be able to serve the total tribal
community.
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Respondent Profile

Respondents were asked to provide information on their age, sex, marital status,
employment, income and residency. They were also asked if they had computers and
whether or not they had visited the Tribes’ website.

Most respondents (81%) live on the reservation. An additional 7% live off the reservation
but in the valley. Tribal members living outside of Round Valley represented 12% of
respondents. The reasons cited for living outside the valley were primarily the lack of
jobs and housing (30% each) although 9% indicated a desire for a more urban
environment. Additional comments included the observation: “The valley has a bad
reputation as being a violent community and not a safe place to live in or visit.”

Almost two-thirds of respondents were women (66%) and 47% of respondents were
married or living as married. Approximately one-third of respondents were single and
21% were divorced, separated or widowed. For the most part, respondents fell evenly into
age groups with 21-24% in each group. Elders accounted for 10% of respondents.

Over half of respondents were employed full time (53%) reflecting the fact that the
survey was expedited by the tribal government, the Health Care Center and the Housing
Authority where many tribal members work. Part-time employment was reported by 14%
of respondents and 8% were unemployed with the remaining 26% indicating their status
as retired, disabled, student or homemaker.

Annual household income of less than $10,000 was reported by 23% of respondents.
Approximately half of respondents reported annual household income of less than
$20,000. The annual income group with the most responses (33%) was the $20-$39,999
group. Only 7% of respondents reported annual household income over $60,000.

Less than half of respondents (43%) have computers and of these, approximately half had
visited the Tribes’ website. This may be more revealing of the reservation community
where difficulty affording Internet service charges is common and people rely on access
to the Internet via their work computers. Responses from off-reservation tribal members
indicate that a majority of them have computers with Internet access and are employed
full or part time.
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56. What best describes your annual household income (before taxes)?

Less that $10,000 23%
$10,000 - $14,999 12%
$15,000 - $19,999 14%
$20,000 - $39,999 33%
$40,000 - $59,999 11%
$60,000 - $74,999 3%

Over $75,000 4%

57. If you are a tribal member living outside of Round Valley, check any of
the reasons that explain why:

Lack of housing on the reservation 30%
Lack of job opportunities in the valley | 30%
Desire more urban environment 9%
No desire to live on the reservation 5%
No desire to live in Round Valley 0%
Committed to work or community

outside of Round Valley 9%
Other 16%

58. Do you have a computer with access to the Internet?

Yes 43%

No 57%

If your answer was “Yes” have you visited the Tribes’ website www.rvit.org?

Yes 48%

No 52%
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Contacts

Any comments or questions concerning the 2007 Tribal Community Survey results should
be directed to the Integrated Resource Management Plan (IRMP) Core Team:

Warren Mitchell, IRMP Core Team Leader
Round Valley Indian Tribes

Natural Resource Department

P.O. Box 277

Covelo, CA 95428

Phone: (707) 983-8341

Email: wmitchell@willitsonline.com

Paul Mills

The Center for Applied Research

1133 Filbert Street

San Francisco, CA94109

Phone: (415) 310-1108

Email: paul@centerforappliedresearch.com
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